John Dwight Patterson

five years. She completed a two year program
at University of Cincinnati Medical School in
family therapy and her doctorate at Wright State
University in 1991. She did her residency in
Pain Control at the University of Cincinnati Pain
Management department and then went into a
private practice with four other psychologists in
the Fairfield area of Cincinnati. Psychology for
her has been a personal odyssey as well as a
career.

A June wedding
with a reception at
the Birmingham
Country Club and
a honeymoon in
Europe: The
wedding party
included Melanie
Terrell, a close
friend since
grammar school,
and Emory O’Shee,
a cousin who later
moved to Ohio as
well.

Richard, Margaret Moore, Ernest Moore, Macon Carter, Laurie Castleman, Emory O’Shee, Betsy,
Charlotte, Jim, Pat Halloran, Paul Halloran, Melanie Terrell, Dwight, Marion Sykes, Lester Long,
Gloria Blouin, Joseph Hughes

D

wight was born February 24, 1941, in Birmingham. He lived up to
the Patterson tradition by being a model student, natural athlete,
Eagle Scout, acolyte and leader. He attended Lakeview grammar
school and Ramsay High School, having many of the same teachers as his older
brother and sister. At a young age Dwight exhibited entrepreneurial instincts
unusual in a Patterson by selling eggs around the neighborhood. The fact
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Presumably something he ate

Their first son, Kevin Paul, was born
July 21, 1960. His sister, Charlotte Gibson
(“Gibby”), was born August 22, 1961 and Elizabeth Chafee (“Liza”) was born December 12,
1965. Their fourth child, Vincent Matthew, was
born September 22, 1968.
Charlotte taught ballet for several years
while raising her family and eventually went
back to school. She graduated summa cum
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laude in Philosophy from the Athenaeum of
Ohio, a Catholic seminary. She received an M.A.
in Religious Arts in 1982 and was commissioned
as a lay minister before her interests shifted to
psychology. She got an M.A. in clinical psychology from Xavier University in 1985 and worked
at Children’s Hospital Psychology Department
for five years and at Bethesda Hospital’s Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation unit for another

You better learn to walk, big guy,
‘cause there’s another brother about
to arrive who’s gonna take your place
in the baby carriage.
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that his father’s chicken yard was maintained
by Clifton, the yardman, meant that all Dwight
had to do was gather the eggs and pocket the
revenue. He had a small safe with a combination lock for storing his earnings, and his envious siblings tried to take the moral high ground
with regard to crass commercialism by temporarily nicknaming him “Mr. Money-BagsUnder-The-Eyes”.

January 1947:
Probably at the
time standing on
the garbage can
lid in front of the
kitchen window
seemed like a
perfectly natural
place to pose for
a photo.

had been a classmate of her brother George at
Princeton. Charlotte had converted to Catholicism while she was in college, and her religion
remained an important part of her life. The
June wedding was a full mass in an un-air-conditioned church in Birmingham followed by a
reception at the country club. After a honeymoon in Europe she and Jim returned to Virginia. Charlotte worked as a secretary while Jim
completed his law degree at the University of
Virginia. They moved to Cincinnati where Jim’s
mother had grown up, and Jim began practicing
law after a six month stint in the Army Reserves.
Charlotte danced with the Cincinnati
Civic Ballet Company for two seasons. She
danced a pas de quatre to the Chopin Piano
Concerto for the opening performance and later
danced in Peter and the Wolf at Cincinnati’s
Music Hall. Suzanne Farrell was in the class
Senior at Ramsay High School in 1955
Our Lady of Randolph-Macon: This may not be the image
her younger brothers had of her; but it was probably how
her father liked to think of her, and it was definitely an
aspect of her personality.

with her and Balanchine came to choose dancers
for scholarships. Farrell was a second choice,
but later became one of Charlotte’s favorite ballerinas.
June 1956 after her freshman year at Randolph-Macon with
Jim Halloran right after his graduation from Princeton

August 1942
George initiates
Dwight into the
art of descending
the driveway
without tripping
and falling, a skill
Dwight mastered
much more
efficiently than
Richie.

92

85

Dwight first got in with the fast crowd via the Cub Scouts. Known
members of this infamous den include Bobby Colvin, George Barber,
Tim Prewitt, Kingman Shelburne, and Luther Cale.

February 1954 with Betsy

In jail at the Tallassee fair with her cousins Margaret Moore and
Anna Patterson

ing and fun loving hearts. After their public
performance Mme. Dubrovska literally ran up to
compliment her. Charlotte was stunned. She
was the only dancer to receive a compliment
and had never been complimented before except
once when she had executed four perfect pirouettes to the left (a feat which is not considered
exceptional now but was then).
Charlotte abandoned her dream of
becoming a professional dancer when she graduated from high school and instead went to Randolph-Macon Woman’s College. She believed
she could become a corps de ballet member at
best and felt that was not good enough for a professional career. At Randolph-Macon she continued to dance and learned Martha Graham
Modern Dance Technique from a teacher who
had studied with Martha Graham and perhaps
even danced or choreographed for her. Other
Randolph-Macon women had danced in the
Graham company and occasionally came to
teach as well. Charlotte liked modern dance but
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felt it was alien to her. As she puts it, “I had no
strong normal contraction feelings in my abdomen that I needed to experience prior to study.
It was sexual and I was clueless.”
In 1958 at the end of her junior year she
married James W. Halloran. Charlotte was 20
and had known Jim for several years since he
A portrait for her high school sorority

Clifton Temple, who did yard work and
a variety of tasks around the house, was a
remarkable man who played an important role
in the development of all the Patterson children,
and Dwight may have enjoyed the closest relationship with him. Clifton was a multi-talented,
wise and generous man who had played baseball for the Birmingham Black Barons in his
youth and who was a pillar of the community
at his church. He seemed able to accept his role
as a “servant” without any loss of dignity, and
Dwight like his siblings regarded him with awe
and complete respect and affection. His presence in the family life was probably as responsible as the parents’ liberal beliefs for the absence
of racism in the children.
Dwight was a Boston Red Sox fan and
an avid follower of the Birmingham Barons, a
AA farm team for the Red Sox. He had a subscription to The Sporting New so that he could
follow the statistics of his favorite players, and
he played Little League when the first teams
were organized in Birmingham. His team won
the league pennant, but he did not make the
All Star team that went all the way to the Little
League World Series. At some point he decided
to bat left handed, despite the skepticism inevitably expressed by his mother who probably
viewed the decision as another example of
“wrongheaded” stubbornness on his part.
In grammar school Dwight had a reputation for having a temper, and the fight he
had with Frank Falkenburg in the seventh grade
may be the only recorded instance of a Patterson
engaging in fisticuffs. Dwight’s “temper” was
probably rooted in the moral indignation which
has motivated and complicated his life ever
since. He inherited his father’s idealism,
but purified it in the crucible of his own
psyche. Any crippling traces of resignation were
removed so that he has preserved his commitment to social justice despite all manner of
obstacles. As a teenage he was regarded by his

peers as a paragon of moral virtue. His high
school fraternity brothers or football teammates
who drank and smoked and committed all sorts
of other unspeakably immoral acts were nonetheless his friends. They must have known that
even though he disapproved of their behavior,
he accepted them and liked them because he
also saw their good qualities. They in return
accepted his judgments as an indication of how
special he was and admired him for it.
Dwight was an active participant at the
Episcopal Church of the Advent to which the
Dwight generously lets Richie drive the red firetruck in
the backyard presumably because he is suitably attired.
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A solo from a performance in the spring of 1952

First Grade 1948

January 1953: Making a fashion statement
on the front lawn seems to be something of
a family tradition.

Sixth Grade 1953
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Second Grade 1949

January 1947

family belonged. When Charlotte and Richard
decided they had had it with Sunday school at
the Episcopal church and defected to the Methodist church for a few years, Dwight remained
loyal to the Episcopal church as did George. As
an acolyte, member of the Young People’s Service League and member of the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew, Dwight had the benefit of the tutelage of The Rev. John C. Turner. Mr. Turner
combined the sweetness of a man whose favorite
hymn was “Jesus Loves Me” with the sophistication of a minister who had studied at Sewanee

Knicker suits were fashionalble but
wearing each leg a different length
may have been a personal touch.

Seventh Grade 1954

for all the combinations across the floor. She
had no idea what the teacher had called out or
walked through. She began walking through
the combination as demonstrated only to see the
other student fly across the room with a grand
jete. The next day Mme Charmie said, “Charlotte, your brain is working better today.”
The following season with the Civic
Ballet she did corps work in Sleeping Beauty and
danced the part of evil spirits in Firebird (a part
usually performed by men but male dancers
were in short supply in Birmingham). She had
a small solo in Les Sylphides, and in the Nutcracker she danced solo in the Waltz of the Flowers and had a solo with castanets for the Spanish
Dance (usually described now as Chocolate).
The next summer she went to a dance camp
in Maine where the faculty from the School of
American Ballet taught. Her primary teachers
were Mme Felia Dubrovska and her husband M.
Vladimiroff, both of whom had danced in Russia
and as well as for the Diaghilev Company and
later the Metropolitan Opera before teaching for
Balanchine. Charlotte loved their gentle teach-

Sunday fashion shoots
had progressed
considerably by 1953.
Modeling Richie’s
Space Patrol helmet,
Charlotte once again
demonstrates a
sensibility well in
advance of the times.

In New York
to study ballet
during the
summer
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off to college at 17. One summer she had
the opportunity of accompanying Gage Bush to
New York to study repertory work at Mme Tatiana Charmie’s studio on West 57th Street for
three weeks. She may not have been properly
trained and ready to dance repertory work, but
she was offered the chance and her Mother gave
in and let her go. The teacher spoke only Russian. The first day included an hour and a half
workout of barre, center adagio, small jumps,
large jumps and waltz combinations ending
with either 16 fouette turns or battements. Then
there was an half hour of pointe followed by
Polish Character dancing. It was a dazzling day
for Charlotte. She was placed with the best girl
in the class, but unfortunately had to go first

approved highly of her taste in men, especially
one football player called “Hootie.” Charlotte
enjoyed seeing her younger brothers grow into
teenagers. She tried to teach Richard how to do
the “Bop” and made sure he and Dwight were
steered in the right direction when it came
time to join a high school fraternity. Charlotte
also derived a great deal of pleasure from her
younger sister Betsy, who was born when Charlotte was 15, She had always wanted a sister and
she joined her brothers in doting on Betsy.
Charlotte’s early studies of the violin
were mercifully abandoned in favor of the piano,
but she stuck with the piano long enough to
become the most accomplished musician in the
family. Her real love, however, was ballet. She
is basically a kinesthetic person who enjoys the
feel of movement and always felt there was
nothing more beautiful than the elegant movement of ballet accompanied by a full orchestra.
She danced in the Birmingham Civic
Ballet from the time she was 13 until she went
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Lakeview Grammar School Class of 1955. It is perhaps indicative of something that Dwight wrote the names of all his classmates on the back.
Dwight’s best friends, Luther Cale and Richard Green, are next to him on the top row.

and in England. He was the perfect complement
to the booming voice and imposing presence of
his superior, Bishop Carpenter, and more than
anyone or anything else was responsible for the
religious beliefs which have sustained Dwight
all his life. He combined profound and sincere
Christian beliefs with a joyful sense of humor

Dwight and Richard boozing it up in jail at the
Tallassee Fair with Richard Green and Bill Patterson

Taking his cousin Bill for a spin in the 48 lb. aluminum
runabout powered by a 7.5 hp motor at Lake Martin
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For his first of a
series of sorority and
fraternity “leadouts”
every December and
June, Dwight
escorted Martee
McPherson.

May 11, 1958: In the pulpit at The Church of the Advent, where he
was an acolyte and President of the Young People’s Service League

and an obvious affection for all the members of
his parish. Only he could have called Dwight
“Duh” (short for Duh-wite) and have it be an
expression of respect and affection.
Dwight’s Boy Scout troop was a source
of great friendships and real adventures. On one
of his earliest weekend camping trips the scouts
discovered the corpse of a man who had hanged
himself in the woods. This went way beyond
the snipe hunts and ghost stories around the fire
which usually spiced up the outings, but Dwight

was not deterred. In the seventh grade during
Spring break the troop went to the Okeefenokee
Swamp, and a1957 he and Richard went to
a national jamboree in Valley Forge with other
members of their troop.
At Ramsay Dwight played football and
ran track. He was quarterback of the freshman
team, but became a blocking back when the
coach switched over to a single wing offense.
He was elected president of the student body
and garnered every possible academic honor.
He considered going to Sewanee, but decided
instead to follow George to Princeton. He graduated from Princeton in 1963, majoring in politics with an emphasis on American political
theory. He received an ROTC commission upon

the street, Melanie Terrell who won Charlotte’s
gratitude by revealing where the golden egg had
been hidden, and Jessie McDowell, who introduced her to the radio show “Let’s Pretend.”
She was a member of the Lone Ranger Fan Club
and has fond memories of running to buy cakes
from the Vegetable Man, whose truck usually
made a stop a block from the house.
She performed as a Patterson was
expected to perform in school, but she felt somewhat overshadowed by her brother George.
George won a book as a prize in the summer
reading program at the Public Library. Charlotte
is one of the few people ever to have “resigned”
from the library. Her mother got her a library
card, but when her father came home on leave
from Atlanta she asked him to take her down
so that she could resign because she thought she
had promised to read all the books in the library.
She was in high school during the birth
of rock and roll, and had all the usual conflicts
with her mother about smoking or her tastes
in clothes or boys. She was surely the most
gregarious and independent spirited of the siblings. Her mother adopted a strategy of ignoring
Charlotte’s cigarette smoking assuming that she
was only doing it to get a reaction, so Charlotte
stayed at home to smoke. Her younger brothers

In November 2001 Charlotte went
back to Birmingham to attend a
reunion of the class of 1951 at
Lakeview Grammar School.

January 1947

Eagle Scouts Dwight and Richard with the Birmingham troop at the National Jamboree in Valley Forge

The sweater girl look
included brown and white
oxfords, probably by Buster
Brown who sponsored a
favorite radio show with
Froggy the Gremlin.
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His best beard ever just
before it was shaved in
honor of Tristan’s arrival
Trying out a new look
during a 1983 trip to Japan
Preparing to sneak Tristan into the Golden Globe Awards
shortly before he arrived to flood their lives with joy

effects equipment. While he was ostensibly
the director of marketing at Ultimatte, Richard
learned how to program a desktop computer
well enough to write a program emulating the
analog video process performed by an Ultimatte
bluescreen image compositing device. His work
became the basis for a digital version of the
process which eventually received a scientific
and engineering award from the Academy of

Dwight began
his football
career as the
quaterback for
the “B” team;
but in his Junior
year the team
switched to a
single-wing
offense, and he
moved to
blocking back.

degree program so that he can write papers on
the likes of Norman O. Brown, Richard Rorty,
Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Ricoeur and Martin
Heidegger, who along with Brown has been a
constant presence in his intellectual life since
college.
Judith did graduate work in English at
the University of Hawaii and UCLA and worked

President of the Student
Body, National Honor
Society, Harvard Book
Award, Varsity Football,
“B” Team Baseball & Track,
Head Marshall, Key Club,
Voted Most Outstanding
No one would ever have described Dwight as a party animal; but he
always knew how to have a good time, and he had excellent taste in ladies.

in a variety of jobs during the early years of
their marriage. When Tristan was five, she went
back to graduate school to study psychology and

Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, and Richard
was one of the recipients of the award.
The latter part of his career has been
devoted to digital imaging, first with a service

Celebrating the end of his senior year in high school with the Brotherhood of Phi Sigma Tau, for which he was vice-president

bureau for still photographers and then with
Illusion Arts, a company doing visual effects for
movies. As a result of his work with Illusion
Arts, Richard became a member of the visual
effects branch of the Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences. Although he gradually
abandoned efforts to write and sell screenplays,
he has found other ways to satisfy the parts of
his soul which do not get fed by his paycheck.
In addition to personal desktop publishing
projects, he has resumed his life as a student.
He is currently enrolled in an off-site masters
112
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graduation and served in the Army in Germany
for two years.
After the army he worked with VISTA
in Goldsboro, N.C., for two years as part of the
War On Poverty. He then went back to school to
study computer programming in an attempt to
develop a more tangible basis for a career. He
married Margaret Pittman from Columbia, S.C.,
in February of 1969, and they moved to Dallas
where she was a graduate student at SMU. He
and Peggy have three children: Margaret Elizabeth (born December 12, 1972), John Dwight,
Jr. (born February 13, 1975) and Harriet Abigail
(born May 21, 1976), all of whom eventually followed in their Dad’s footseps by going to Princeton.
Dwight worked primarily in customer
service with several different computer companies until the recession and the chaotic conditions of the computer industry persuaded him to
turn to teaching instead. He supplemented his
income by working in retail sales while getting
started as a teacher and spent many years teachDwight with his Princeton roommates Bill Lucas, Randy
Ravelle, Duffy Hughes, Hilton Smith and Mike Rediker

Dwight trained
at Fort Sill,
OK, and was
then stationed
in Schweinfurt,
Germany for
two years.

Bride and groom dancing at the reception at
the Hampshire House attended by the entire
family including Kevin, Gibby, Nick and Kitty

arrival Richard had been completely absorbed in

soccer remains enshrined with model airplanes

trying to get his career off the ground. Tristan

in his temple of life’s greatest pleasures.

opened up a whole new world and provided

In 1982 Richard decided that freelance

Richard with the greatest joys of his life. What

film work was not a good way for him to

he had discovered with the birth of his younger

support a family and and embarked on a series

sister was amplified a hundredfold with the

of mini-careers, each of which was designed

birth of Tristan. Not only had he found the ideal

to provide the stability which its predecessor

playmate he had been looking for his entire

lacked. The first was a job as editor and business

life, but he discovered the joy of feeling free

manager for American Cinematographer, a

to love someone unconditionally. Among other

magazine for which he had done technical

things, Tristan re-introduced Richard to sports.

writing. In 1985 went to work for Ultimatte,

Watching Tristan play basketball and watching

a manufacturer of professional video special

Laker games with him enabled Richard finally

A typical Laurel Canyon couple in 1971

to understand what team sports were all
about. Richard started playing tennis again
with Tristan; and he learned to ski with
Tristan, completely erasing all memory of the
humiliation he had suffered the one time he
had tried to ski while he was in college. And
Richard discovered soccer, not only coaching
AYSO teams for 10 years but signing up to play
on a coaches team as well. He eventually quit
trying to play when it began to take him three
weeks to recover from a 90 minute game, but
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photographed and edited about a couple on
“rest and recuperation” in Hawaii. He also
finally persuaded Judith to marry him. She had
returned from a post-graduate year of study and
travel in Europe to New York where she was

Army life was absurd and
demoralizing, but Specialist
Patterson had access to a fair
amount of film equipment
and a still photo lab where
he learned the rudiments of
photography from
Paul Land, a talented
photographer from New York
who was also doing time in
Honolulu.

working and doing graduate work at Columbia.
They were married at St. Bartholomew’s in

Institute. Among his classmates at the AFI were

New York and had a wonderful reception at

David Lynch and Terrence Malick. It was a

the Hampshire House afterwards. Returning to

heady time for aspiring young filmmakers, and

army life in Hawaii was a bit of a let down, but

Richard dreamed of being able to have a creative

at least he was able to move out of the barracks

career which involved all of his intellectual

into a house where the company was much more

passions. Most of his time at the AFI was spent

to his liking.

developing a feature script which was a personal

After the army he returned to

philosophical-political statement, but his final

film school, with a year at UCLA and three

project was a short adaptation of a Saki story. It

years with the newly founded American Film

was designed as a polished showpiece to help

Hair styling and general mood courtesy of US Army.
Photo by Towner Hawkins, a friend acquired at the
Signal Corps School at Ft. Monmouth

him get a foot in the door of Hollywood, and it
stayed in distribution to schools and libraries for
30 years.
He spent 12 years working primarily as
a film editor or making compilation films while
trying to promote a career for himself as a writer
and director. In 1973 he made a film on the life
of Charlie Chaplin, for which he and Judith
lived in London for six months. For this film
Richard not only had the opportunity of meeting
Chaplin and much of his family at his home
in Switzerland, but also of working with
producer Bert Schneider and cameraman Nestor
Almendros as well as Walter Matthau and Jack
Lemmon. The film played at numerous film
festivals, had a limited theatrical release and was
nominated for a Golden Globe award. Richard
and Judith got to visit Iran when it played at the
Tehran Film Festival in 1975.
Their son, Tristan Daniel, was born in
Los Angeles March 14, 1976.
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Prior to Tristan’s

Christmas Day 1972: Celebrating a new addition
to the furnishings for his home in Dallas

ing math at a public high school in Dallas.
In 1997 Dwight expressed his attitude towards
teaching in a video interview for a project his
nephew Tristan was shooting:
The students in the neighborhood that I
teach have traditionally done very poorly in math and
that’s limited their opportunity to qualify with college
boards and other things. Given my druthers I want
to teach math in a way that it really is useful to them.
I want them to know how to use computers; I want
them to be able to use the concepts and think with the
concepts. At the same time I have to face the fact that
there are people in the 10th and 11th grade who can’t
subtract. And that means when they get to that point
someone has to love them enough to teach them what
they need to know.
When the Y2K crisis created a renewed
demand for COBOL and FORTRAN programmers, Dwight was lured back into computer
work, helping to debug systems for the city of
Dallas.
Dwight and Peggy were divorced in
1986. Peggy became the first woman in Texas to
be ordained as an Episcopal minister and subsequently moved to Delaware to become the Dean
at the Cathedral Church of St. John in Wilmington.
Dwight has been active in local politics
and involved in community affairs particularly

Peggy and Elizabeth

in the area of public education. In 1972 he
became a neighborhood precinct chairman and
election judge for the Democratic Party and
served in that capacity for 12 years. He also
shared Peggy’s interest in the Dallas Council of
Churches. Their home was in an older neighborhood and as more younger people moved
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He had persuaded the army to train
The dean of Christ’s
College was not
impressed when he
showed up at
Cambridge with three
weeks worth of
whiskers cultivated on
the voyage across the
Atlantic on a freighter,
but Richard liked the
final beard well enough
to have it properly
photographed before he
shaved it off at the end
of the academic year.

into the area the neighborhood organized to stop
thoroughfare expansion and encourage plans for
mass transit (which eventually developed into
DART).
As part of their neighborhood involvement they attended meetings of a group called
the Alliance for Integrated Education. This
group was large but had its legs cut out from
under it by a School Board directive that prohibited school district employees from belonging.
As a small group the Alliance focused on its
Board as the decision maker. With Dwight as
chairman this tri-racial group suggested four
points to solve the desegregation crisis. The
board believed an integrated community was a

positive idea and input from different groups
provided a strength in decision making.
Peggy would host coffees for political
candidates, and Dwight passed out sample ballots that increased voter turnout. The federal
judge accepted the four points of the Alliance
for Integrated Education. One of the points
was that naturally integrated neighborhoods did
not have to bus elementary school children.
Dwight’s neighborhood qualified because it
blended Anglo and Hispanic family. This eventually made the property values for homes there
triple in value.
As the desegregation plan took place,
Dwight served on a committee for the Dallas

him as a cameraman, but his initial assignment
after his training was to a military police station
where the only use they could think to make
of a motion picture cameraman was surveillance
photography of the transvestite community in
Honolulu. Richard applied for a transfer to
the Signal Corps’ elite photographic unit that
operated out of Honolulu covering all of Asia.
He wrote George saying he might be doing
newsreel coverage of the war in Vietnam and
asking for suggestions for background reading

so remote that they had to hike the last leg

on the political roots of the war. George

of the journey with a guide who periodically

responded with the suggestion that Richard read

blew a whistle to ward off evil sprits. En route

the Red Cross First Aid Manual. Richard had a

Richard’s Morgan broke down in the middle of

nightmare that night about stepping on a booby

Rumania, but much to his amazement they were

trap in the jungle and withdrew his request for

able to meet some people in Aiud who helped

the transfer the next morning. He did manage

them get it repaired.

to get assigned to a photographic unit which

Richard spent an idyllic year at
Cambridge reading great literature, attending
inspiring lectures, playing rugby and tennis,

stayed put in Honolulu filming parades and
visiting dignitaries.
During his two years in Honolulu

developing a fondness for meals featuring

Richard learned to surf, took courses in Eastern

Brussel sprouts along with two kinds of

philosophy at the University of Hawaii graduate

potatoes, and seeing movies by Godard,

school, worked evenings at a television station

Truffaut, Fellini, Antonioni, and Bergman. He

as a floor manager and made a 45 minute

spent most of the summer studying German at

16mm dramatic film which he wrote, directed,

a Goethe Institute in Germany, but he decided

Summer of 1965: Touring Europe with Judith in the blue
Morgan which Richard had picked up at the factory when
he first arrived in England

he wanted something more creative than an
academic career. He enrolled in the London
School of Film Technique, but the draft board in
Birmingham did not feel that learning to splice
film qualified one for a student deferment; so he
ended up in the army after one term. Most of
his time in the army was spent in Honolulu with
a photographic unit, and he managed to avoid
getting anywhere near Vietnam.
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Visiting in Birmingham 1978

The freshman lacrosse team.

jumped ship in Rotterdam and sent Judith a
two word telegram: “Marry me.” He returned
at Christmas to propose in person, but the
negotiations continued for several more years.
Richard went to Christ’s College,
Cambridge, in 1965 to study English literature
with the idea of preparing for an academic
career. One of the great adventures of his life
took place when he and Angus Macbeth decided
to drive across Europe during a spring break
to visit John Meigs, a mutual friend who was

Judith Baker,
whom Richard
courted mostly
by air mail: At
various times
when she was
in California,
he was in
Connecticut or
England.
When he was
in New Jersey,
she was in
France. When
she was in
New York, he
was in France
or Hawaii.

serving in the Peace Corps in a village in Turkey

Council of Churches. The only project for the
year was to work for a “smooth transition.” on
the Desegregation Plan. As a result he got a
telephone call saying that the caller would make
sure his child was bussed across town. Since his
oldest daughter, Elizabeth, was only 3 years old ,
he had no children in school. Although Dwight
was immune to intimidation, he was quite sensitive to the fear and uncertainty caused by
the Bus Plan. Rather than have the group
make statements which might serve to aggravate tensions, they worked behind the scenes

Confirmation Day 1988

and encouraged others to help ease the process.
Eventually the school board election process
changed to a “single member” district plan,
which meant a neighborhood only voted for one
member. The result was the inclusion of Blacks
and Hispanics on the Board. Several members
of the Alliance for Integrated Education became
School Board members. Dwight and Peggy’s
children had good experiences in the public
schools, and Dwight found it very gratifying to
see his own children benefit from his and Peggy’s idealistic community service efforts.

The 1964 delegation of the Elihu Senior Society: Shep Erhardt, John Meigs, Ron Scibilia, Bob Kaiser, Toby Hubbard, Joe Lieberman, Lou
Tunick, Angus Macbeth, Dave Sherman, Jethro Lieberman, Jon Greene, Don Firenze, Richard, Phil Warner and Tom Powers

108

101

