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George was born October 23, 1864, the sixth child of John Edward 
Patterson and Margaret Codgell Patterson.  His father was a sergeant 
in the Confederate Army when George was born.  He had fought in 

the battle of Chickamauga where his brother Archibald had been killed.  He 
contracted pneumonia, and his wife came to Selma, Alabama, where he was 
stationed to help nurse him and others in his unit.  She apparently nursed 
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him well enough to conceive a child before she 
returned to Tallassee where George was born.

Growing up during Reconstruction 
George had little formal education, leaving 
school at the age of 14 to learn to keep books 
for a retail drygoods store, Sistrunk and Jordan.  
After becoming chief bookkeeper and a sales 
person, he was offered a partnership in the store.  
Within a few years the older partners died and 
George bought their interest in the store from 
their heirs.  About 1902 he moved the store to 
a different location and brought in two new part-
ners so that the business was known as Pat-
terson, Cox and Herren.

In 1903 George sold his share of the store 
to his partners and became the vice-president of 
People’s Savings Bank. The new bank was the 
first to be established in Tallassee.  In 1912 when 
People’s Savings Bank moved to a new location, 
George started The Bank of Tallassee in the old 
bank building.  Apparently the town could not 
support two banks, and in 1914 the People’s Sav-
ings Bank was folded back into the Bank of Tal-
lassee with George as president. 

The bank was hit hard by the Depres-
sion, and an article in the local newspaper 
described how he responded:

When Mr. George D. Patterson sacrificed his 
position to strengthen the Bank of Tallassee, he was 
doing what he had been doing for the last quarter 
of a century.  Mr. Patterson has loved the banking 
business.  He would rather see his last dollar go than 
to see one depositor in his bank lose his money.  A 
number of years ago he organized the Bank of Tallas-
see which he ran in the little nook just north of J.M. 
Herren’s store.  The Bank was small, but it operated 
on a sound basis.  The load got too heavy for the 
other bank in town, the Peoples Savings Bank, so 
Mr. Patterson and his Bank of Tallassee, in order to 
save the deposits of the patrons of the Peoples Savings 
Bank, took over that Bank, but soon found that the job 
was too big for the resources available and the Bank 
of Tallassee, which had moved to its present location, 

closed its doors.  Before many days Mr. Patterson 
had scouted around among his kinsmen and raised 
sufficient cash to enable him to open the bank, issuing 
time certificates covering the deposits, which were 
finally paid to the last dollar, and no depositor lost 
a penny.  Mr. Patterson worked faithfully for five 
years without pay to accomplish this, and the people 
of Tallassee should feel very proud of the services he 
has rendered.  In relinquishing part of his holdings 
and his control of the Bank of Tallassee, Mr. Patterson 
does it with the best of feelings and will continue 
to support the bank under its new leadership.  Mr. 
Robert Blount, the new president is a very able man, 
and is ably assisted by Mr. B.G. Stumberg, Vice-pres-
ident;  Mr. A.J. Noble, Vice-president and Cashier; 
Mr. A.S. Noble, Chairman of the Board; and two 
other directors, Harley Dobbs and R.L. Hebson. 

George was an active member of the 
Methodist church; and in 1900 he met Myrtice 
Wilson of Anniston, Alabama, at an Epworth 
League annual conference where she was serv-
ing as the Conference Treasurer.  They were mar-

A photo taken in Montgomery in 1887 when George was 23
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stuffed animals and playing card games with 
them.  She apparently remained an impressive 
and even (to some) intimidating presence until 
her death.  

She suffered a stroke at the age of 74 
and died 12 days later on June 27, 1950. She was 
buried in Rock Creek Cemetery in Washington 
and her entire estate passed to her daughter.

Sept. 16 - 50
Dear Elizabeth,
 I have just received 
your letter.  I was amazed when 
I looked at the check, because of 
your Mother’s generous thought 
of me.  Though I loved her more 
than anyone in the world, except 
my own family, when she talked 
to me about what she should 
do for Cora, I said the only 
experience I had to go by was 
when Mr. Spalding’s Executor 
told me he had left me $5,000 & 
his long time coachman and auto 
driver $10,000.  She said “that is 
a large sum.”  Yes I said, but you 
say she has been here more than 
20 yrs.  I never dreamed that I 
would be a beneficiary.  Her face, 
with that lovely smile comes to 
me many times, expecially when 
I know what I ought to do, but do 
not want to do it.  Then I know 
what she would say.  
 Had she been able to 
talk I think she would have told 
you not only how glad she was to 
see you, but also how pleased 
she was with the way you bore 
the great trial of those days you 
were here.  I so often think of 
Gertrude’s old colored woman, 
who said, “God moves in a 
mysterious way his blunders to 
perform.”
 Cora came in to see me.  
She almost cried when she talked 
about Mrs. Wilson; but she is 
with nice people who pay her 30 
per week.  You are entirely 
right; it is a good thing to be 
busy, especially since you did and 
do such a good job with your 
children.  But I must not weary 
you.
 My love to you,
     R W Baker

(Dr. Robert Baker was Charlotte’s 
doctor as well as a close friend.  
Cora was the household cook.)
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A letter to the Tallassee Times in 1917 
described George as 

Generous to a fault, no case of need escapes 
his notice; his hand is extended to the helpless.  The 
full scope of his benevolence may never be known to 
the world at large.  His one desire seems to be to shun 
adulation and praise, but his sunny smile and hearty 
handclasp are an index to the sweetness and nobility 
of his soul.  His is not the cold, practical charity 
of the world, but the outpouring of a gentle, lovable 
nature.  His ears are ever open to the cry of distress 
and his genial smiling face and open hand never fail 
to respond, eagerly, gladly—the aged, the infirm and 
poverty-stricken, those driven into the by-ways and 
hedges of life, are his chief concern and care.

He died May 18, 1941 at the age of 76.

ried on June 7, 1904 when he was 39 and she was 
27.  Myrtice and George lived with his parents 
until John Patterson died in 1905, at which time 
they bought a house on King street where they 
lived the rest of their lives.

George and Myrtice had four children: 
Margaret (b. July 20, 1905), George Daniel Jr. (b. 
March 2, 1907), Joseph Wilson (b. December 22, 
1911) and Myrtice Wilson (b. February 14, 1914).

George never smoked or drank and is 
said never to have had a serious illness during 
his 76 years.  He was Church School Superinten-
dent of the Tallassee Methodist Church for 35 
years and active in the building of two churches 
in Tallassee.

George in June 1936 with his first 
grandson, George Daniel Patterson III

The two 
Methodist 

churches in 
Tallassee which 

were such an 
important part of 
George’s life:  The 
first was built in 

1898 and the 
second in 1929.
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Charlotte, Nell, Mabel and Bess

Gaga in Birmingham

Charlotte, 
Elizabeth and 
Charlotte
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The Family in 1914: Myrtice, 
Wilson, George, Myrtice, Margaret 
and George

The three George Daniel Pattersons

George and Myrtice in front of their house on King Street
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Charlotte and Elizabeth
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